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20 Y ears of Sanctuary, 1988 to 2008!!

From a couple of volunteersin 1988 to a national network in 2008, Sanctuary, with its
groundbreaking loans program, has become a shining example of the power of community and
commitment. Sanctuary now has groups in twelve centres across Australia, sponsoring, providing
interest-free travel loans, welcoming and settling refugees, with wonderful support from the
Australian community. We are dedicated to helping refugees of al backgrounds and are truly
inspired by their courage and determination. Y ou can join us and help to make a difference to the

lives of some of the most desperate people.
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The Makur family featured in the ABC documentary.

Actorsfor Refugees helping SRF
Mark Hallam, secretary of Sanctuary
Refugee Foundation has been in contact
with Liz Ralph from Actors for Refugees
who have kindly agreed to donate their
time to do a performance to raise money to
help a Congolese refugee widow with five
young children who are really suffering in
the inhospitable and remote Dadaab
refugee camp N. Kenya. The performance
will be held on June 20", World Refugee

Day.

Sanctuary istrying to raise $6500 to
provide an interest-free travel loan
to get them to Australia.

Desperately needed — donation of a
digital projector. Phone: 66522127

Sanctuary on ABC TVs Compass

program on Good Friday

Sanctuary volunteers will be featured on ABC
TV's Compass program on Good Friday, March
21, at 7.30 PM. The program will be called
‘Small town welcome’ and the focus will be on
the Sudanese Makur families settlement in
Dorrigo.

We are hoping that this documentary will
inspire other community groups to get
involved. It shows how volunteers can make a
big difference in welcoming and assisting
newly arrived refugees who have been
sponsored and provided with an interest-free
airfare loan from Sanctuary.

“We saw sheep in the mountainsand |
thought ‘Even the sheep are luckier
than us. The mountain istheir home.
We have nowhere.”

~Yeshe, refugee from Ethiopia

Reading Assistance Program

Y ear 12 students from Bishop Druitt High
School, Coffs Harbour will be starting areading
assistance program in April to help Year 7 to 12
students from ex-refugee backgrounds to
improve their English reading skills. It will be
held after school on Fridays, at the Uniting
Church Hall, Vernon St., Coffs Harbour.

Sanctuary Refugee Foundation, PO Box 6295, Coffs Harbour, NSW 2450
Ph. 02-6652-2127 Fax.02-6651-9049 Web: www.sanctuaryrefugeefoundation.org




Wor k Programs | nitiative

Increasingly, it has become apparent that job
search agencies don’t fully understand the
challenges that ex-refugees facein trying to find
work. Sanctuary in partnership with New England
TAFE has developed a program to help local
communities to get into the workforce. An
introductory talk was held in Coffs Harbour with
the African and Burmese communities, who are
interested in working in the sheep shearing and
wool handling industries as well as tomato and
broccoli picking.

Thiswas followed by an information session from
ashearer and wool handler from Armidale TAFE
Dept. of Rural studies, which covered many
aspects of the training involved, and steps to
getting started.
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TAFE instructors talki ng with at
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Refugees going for interviews

Five more families have been accepted by
Australia, for interviewsin Ugandaand
Kenya, all sponsored through Sanctuary.
They are:

- A Congolese widow, Chantal, and her
children, in Kakuma Refugee Camp, Kenya.
- Elysabeth, a Congolese widow and her 5
children from Dadaab Refugee Camp, N.
Kenya.

- A Congolese Widow, Wabiwawith her 5
children in Nairobi, Kenya.

- Furaha, a single Congolese woman in
Kakuma Refugee Camp, Kenya.

- A Congolese couple and their 4 childrenin
Kampala, Uganda

Sanctuary has sponsored many Burmese
families in camps on the Thai/Burma border
and is continually active, welcoming,
sponsoring, settling refugees, advocacy
work, setting up new Sanctuary groups,
providing education on refugee issues, and
local programs.

Please visit our website:
www.sanctuaryrefugeef oundation.org
for more information.




