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     We are extremely grateful to the community for 
their fantastic ongoing support for this important work 
of getting refugees with visas out of the camps and 
supporting them as they settle into their new culture 
and community.  It has been wonderful to see the 
kindness and enthusiasm of school students and we 
want to give special thanks to the Year 12 students of 
John Paul College and Bishop Druitt College in 
Coffs Harbour, who have worked very hard with 
fundraising to assist refugees. 
 

JPC students, Marie Kelly & Isaac Kelsey 
presenting Sanctuary’s President Peter Hallam 
with a cheque for $10,000. 
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     Yar Manyon and her children were warmly 
welcomed from Kakuma Refugee Camp in Northern 
Kenya after many years of suffering in that hot and 
hostile place. It was a joyous reunion as Yar and her 
family joined her two sisters here in Coffs Harbour. 
They are now settling in well. 
 
     Ethiopian refugee Alebachaw Debe and his family 
arrived safely two weeks ago, joining his relatives in 
Brisbane. Also from Kakuma refugee camp, the 
family were about to lose their Australian 202 Visa, 
as they needed an airfare loan to get here. We were 
very happy to be able to help (thanks to�the 
generosity�of�our supporters!).�
 
  
 
 
 

 

 
Yar Manyon and her family – safe at last…. 
 
We continue to sponsor refugees from many 
countries, with a special emphasis at present on 
Burmese refugees suffering in camps on the 
Thai/Burma border. 
 

� � � � �� � 	 � �� 	 � � � 
 �� � � �
� � 
 �	 � �
� �� 
� � ��
     There are presently eleven Sanctuary Refugee 
Support groups across the country, with more 
starting, including Sydney, Melbourne, Albury, Perth, 
Lismore, Inverell, Dorrigo, Armidale, Brisbane, Coffs 
Harbour and Rockhampton.  To assist each new 
group to get started, Sanctuary Refugee Foundation 
will loan the airfare for their first family and they then 
begin to fundraise in their own community. 
     
 After just one year, Lismore Sanctuary has 
welcomed five refugee families!  Armidale is about to 
welcome its third family, with new families recently 
welcomed in Inverell, Perth and Brisbane.  Manly 
Sanctuary continues to fund travel loans for many 
refugees, mostly from West African camps.   
 
The Sanctuary Gathering was held at Boambee Bay 
Resort last November and it was inspiring to meet 
such kind, dedicated and caring people working hard 
to help refugees in dire circumstances.  A decision 
was made to work on a Sanctuary Federation, with a 
common trademarked logo to be used by all 
Sanctuary groups – making us instantly recognisable 
everywhere!    
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The Sanctuary gathering with representatives 
from Armidale, Inverell, Coffs Harbour, Lismore 
and Manly groups. 
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     In early March, the local Sudanese community 
invited the residents of Coffs Harbour to a celebration 
barbecue to mark the Peace Treaty signed in Nairobi 
(if only it had included Dafur….) 
     It was a wonderful day, especially for all of the 
happy children, with drumming, dancing, speeches 
and lots of good food prepared by the Sudanese 
women. 
 

Singing, dancing & hoisting the flag 
 
 
 
Sponsoring not only brings hope to 
refugees, but their settlement becomes a 
beacon of light in the refugee camp that 
they have come from……… 
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     The last weekend in May has been a time of joy  
and celebration for two groups.  
Northern Beaches Sanctuary hosted a special event, 
bringing together many ex-refugees from Sierra 
Leone and other countries who had received 
Sanctuary help to come to Australia. A joyful and 
colourful evening of dancing, drumming and singing 
was enjoyed by everyone! 
 
     The other event was the annual Sanctuary Dinner 
held in Inverell, NSW, attended by over 100 
supporters. It was a wonderful evening, with Dr 
Daniel Mamer from Southern Sudan giving the main 
address after the dinner. Sudanese traditional singing 
and dancing followed, and everybody was invited to 
join in with the dancers at the end, for a wonderful 
finish to the evening!   
     Both evenings raised money for refugee airfare 
loans and settlement assistance. 
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     Richard Torbay, Independent MP for New 
England/Armidale has given a recent dissertation in 
Parliament in Canberra on the Sanctuary Movement.  
Our work, achievements and vision for the future are 
now officially recorded in Hansard.  He reported great 
interest from other MPs - one commented that it is 
rare these days to hear stories about compassion in 
Parliament…! 
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     Pianist David Helfgott (of ‘Shine’ 
fame) has offered to give a piano recital 
as a fundraiser for Sanctuary.   
It will be in March 2006 at the Jetty 
Theatre.  We will keep you posted!! 
 
 

 
 
 
SANCTUARY REFUGEE FOUNDATION RECIEVES 
NO GOVERNMENT FUNDING AND RELIES 
ENTIRELY ON THE COMMUNITY FOR SUPPORT. 
DONATIONS ARE MOST WELCOME AND 
DIRECTLY ASSIST THOSE IN NEED.  
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE AND 
SAVE LIVES! 

Contact us: 
Sanctuary Refugee Foundation 
PO Box 6295, Coffs Harbour,  
NSW, 2450, Australia 
E-mail: srfoundation@westnet.com.au 
www.sanctuaryrefugeefoundation.org 
Ph. (02) 66522127 
Fax: 02 66519049 


